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November 19, 2025 


 
Attention: Regina Cruz, Marijuana Licensing Supervisor 
Alaska Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
Re: Request to Deem MJ-17c Transfer Application for Northern Emerald, LLC Complete  
 
Dear Director and Members of the Marijuana Control Board: 
 


Northern Emerald, LLC ("Northern Emerald") respectfully submits this letter to 
supplement its Form MJ-17c License Transfer Application, which was considered at the April 16-
17, 2025, meeting and again at the June 25-26, 2025, meeting.  Northern Emerald understands that 
AMCO is waiting to consider the application complete until a notarized statement from a 
beneficiary of William Little's estate is provided.  For the reasons set forth below, Northern 
Emerald respectfully requests that AMCO consider the application complete without this statement 
and proceed with approval. 
 
Background 


William Little was a founding member of Northern Emerald.  William Little passed away 
more than two years ago.  To date, no probate case has been opened in Alaska, the Superior Court 
has not appointed anyone to serve as the personal representative for the estate of William Little, 
and no one identifying themselves as a personal representative has contacted Northern Emerald.  
Under Alaska law, a personal representative must be appointed by court order before that 
individual has legal authority to act on behalf of an estate.1 In the absence of a personal 
representative, Northern Emerald has no legally recognized person with whom to communicate 
regarding the estate's interests in the company. 


Northern Emerald will not address these issues with people who identify themselves as 
beneficiaries of Mr. Little's estate.  The determination of who qualifies as a beneficiary is a matter 
to be resolved by the personal representative or the courts, not by Northern Emerald. In common 
parlance, these are often family matters.  And it's not Northern Emerald’s role to resolve who 
should benefit from William Little’s estate.      
 
Mr. Little's Membership Interest Is Not a Consideration in This Transfer Application 


Northern Emerald has adopted a resolution explaining why William Little's membership 
interest is not a relevant consideration in the pending MJ-17c transfer application.  The resolution 
is attached as Appendix A and incorporated by reference. 


 
 


1 For a small estate, a personal representative could be authorized by executing and presenting an appropriate 
affidavit.   
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The key facts are as follows: 


1. No Management or Control Rights: Neither the estate nor any purported beneficiaries will 
have any role in the ongoing management or control of Northern Emerald, LLC. 


2. Current Members Are Accountable: The three current members of Northern Emerald are 
fully accountable to AMCO and other legal authorities.  These are the individuals under 
consideration in the transfer application, and their submissions in support of the MJ-17c 
application are complete. 


3. All Proposed Licensees Have Been Identified: Form MJ-17c requires that all "proposed 
licensees" as defined in 3 AAC 306.020(b)(2) be listed on the application.  The current 
three members constitute the proposed licensees for purposes of this transfer.  They are the 
individuals who will hold direct or indirect financial interests in the business and who will 
be responsible for its operation. 


Neither William Little, his estate, nor the beneficiaries of the estate will play any role in managing 
Northern Emerald and ensuring it complies with the law.  
 
Legal Framework Supporting This Request 
 
A. Transfer Applications Must Identify Proposed Licensees with Management Authority 


Under 3 AAC 306.045(a) and (b), an application for transfer of a marijuana establishment 
license must identify the proposed transferee and include "all persons listed in 3 AAC 306.020 if 
the transferee is...a limited liability company." 
 


Section 3 AAC 306.020(b)(2) defines who must be listed as a licensee.  For a limited 
liability company, this includes "each member holding any ownership interest and each manager." 
However, the regulations recognize that not all individuals with economic interests necessarily 
have management authority or voting rights. 
 
B. Deceased Member's Interest Without Probate Administration 


Alaska law recognizes that membership interests in an LLC do not automatically transfer 
management and voting rights to heirs or beneficiaries.  Alaska Statute § 10.50.210 states:  


“Unless otherwise provided in an operating agreement or by the written consent 
of all of the members at the time, the membership of a member of a limited liability 
company who is an individual terminates if the member dies . . . “ 


When an LLC member dies, the operating agreement, the Alaska Statutes, and, if necessary, the 
Superior Court decide what happens to that membership interest. AMCO’s MJ-17c transfer 
application process is not designed, and should not be used, to address these issues.    


What is essential for the MJ-17c process is that all the individuals who might have authority 
over decisions impacting legal compliance be identified.  Absent a court-appointed personal 
representative and formal probate proceedings, heirs or beneficiaries may have only economic 
rights in the LLC, not management authority or voting privileges.  The operating agreement 
typically controls whether beneficiaries can become full members with management rights.  In the 
case of Northern Emerald, the potential beneficiaries of William Little's estate are not eligible to 
have management rights.  See Appendix A.   
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Northern Emerald's Application Is Complete 


Form MJ-17c requires applicants to certify that "all proposed licensees (as defined in 3 
AAC 306.020) have been listed on this application." Northern Emerald has satisfied this 
requirement.  The three current members who will manage and control the licensed establishment 
have submitted all required documents and certifications. 


Requiring a notarized statement from an unknown or legally unrecognized beneficiary of 
Mr. Little's estate would be inconsistent with the regulatory framework for several reasons: 
1. No Legal Authority: Without probate proceedings and a court appointment, no beneficiary 
has legal standing to provide binding statements regarding the estate's interests.   


2. Estate Property Rights Are Uncertain: Until probate proceedings determine the value of 
the estate, including settling claims against the estate, and there is a plan approved to transfer 
property to a beneficiary, any potential beneficiary's claim is speculative and legally 
unenforceable. Similarly, any potential beneficiary's disclaimer of an interest would be of dubious 
legal significance.  


3. Application Requirements Are Met: The individuals with actual management authority 
and financial interest in the ongoing operation—the three current members—have provided 
complete applications. 


4. No Management Role: Even if beneficiaries are eventually identified through probate, 
they will not have management authority or voting rights in Northern Emerald under Alaska law 
and the contractual terms of the operating agreement that William Little entered with Northern 
Emerald and the other members.  See Appendix A.   


Conclusion 
For the foregoing reasons, Northern Emerald respectfully requests that AMCO consider 


the MJ-17c transfer application complete and move toward its approval.  The three current 
members have submitted all required information and documentation.  William Little's estate does 
not present an impediment to transfer approval, as neither the estate nor its beneficiaries will 
exercise management authority over the licensed establishment. 


Northern Emerald remains committed to full compliance with all applicable statutes and 
regulations and stands ready to provide any additional information the Board may require 
concerning the three current members who constitute the proposed licensees. 


 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Brian T. Duffy 
Attorney for Northern Emerald, LLC 
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Northern Emerald LLC 
Resolution of Members Regarding the Membership Interest of William Little 


Whereas Northern Emerald, LLC (“Northern Emerald”) was established as an Alaska Limited 
Liability Company on March 21, 2022, and 


Whereas, on May 14, 2022, the Members of Northern Emerald, Keith Crocker, Jason Wood, 
Patrick O’Neal, Travis Grande, and William Little executed the Operating Agreement, which 
contractually governs the relationship of the members with each other and Northern Emerald; and 


Whereas Northern Emerald was formed to operate a retail marijuana business in Alaska, which 
requires the company to maintain and continually renew its license to operate with the Alaska 
Marijuana Control Board; and 


Whereas the Marijuana Control Board regulations require that Northern Emerald identify each of 
its members on the license renewal application, and 


Whereas, more than two years ago, William Little passed away, and as of November 12, 2025, 
Northern Emerald has not been contacted by a person purporting to be the personal representative 
of the estate of William Little, and a recent online search of Alaska Court records indicates that no 
probate case has opened for the estate of William Little; and  


Whereas for Northern Emerald to renew its marijuana license, William Little’s membership 
interest must be transferred or redeemed, and  


Whereas the membership interest of William Little has terminated under several provisions of the 
Operating Agreement and by operation of law, with the Company left to account for the economic 
value of Little’s interest to the personal representative of the estate of William Little, and  


Whereas the Operating Agreement Section 7.2.6 and 7.4 provides that Northern Emerald may 
redeem the deceased member's interest and account for the deceased member's interest to the 
deceased member's estate; and  


Whereas the Operating Agreement Section 7.2.7 provides that the Manager of Northern Emerald 
may determine that the “cause” exists to justify expelling a Member if the membership interests 
are not held, controlled, or owned by an individual or entity that is qualified to be a member of an 
Alaska marijuana licensee; and  


Whereas the Operating Agreement Sections 7.2.6 and Section 7.1 provide that a transfer of a 
member's interest as a result of the death of the member is deemed a “Transfer” and that any such 
transfer that does not have the express written approval of the Company is deemed invalid, null, 
and void;  


Appendix A
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Whereas the Operating Agreement provides instructions for how the interested parties may 
calculate and account for the financial claims, debts, and interest existing between the Company 
and the deceased member's estate, and 


Whereas it is in the best interest of the Northern Emerald to finally resolve the matter of William 
Little’s membership interest and document the redemption of William Little’s interest so that the 
company can continue to have its licenses renewed and current members, and its current members 
Kieth Crocker, Patrick O’Neal, and Jason Wood can make long-term decisions in the best interest 
of the company and their investments. 


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Northern Emerald rejects the transfer of William 
Little’s membership interest to the personal representative of the estate or any beneficiary of the 
estate; and  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that pursuant to the May 14, 2022, Operating Agreement,
Northern Emerald cancels, redeems, and voids the membership interests formerly held by William 
Little and shall notify the personal representative of the estate of William Little, if and when one 
is appointed; and  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Northern Emerald may pay the estate of William Little $1 
for the membership interest and all distributions made before Little’s death, and the amount that is 
in excess of the fair market value at the time of Little's death, and that does not account for the 
value of the claims the Company has against Little, and  


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Northern Emerald manager is authorized and directed to 
pursue from the estate of Little the recovery of expenses, damages, and charges incurred as a result
of William Little’s actions, obligations, promises, and representations.   


We, the undersigned members of Northern Emerald LLC, whose interests collectively represent the 
entirety of voting interests in Northern Emerald LLC,  adopt and approve this resolution by written 
consent as evidenced by our signatures affixed below. 


________________ _____ _____________ ___________
Keith Crocker Dated Patrick O’Neal Dated


_______________ ________
Jason Wood Dated
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[def:$signername|printname|req|signer1] [def:$signersig|sig|req|signer1] [def:$notarysig|sig|req|notary] [def:$date|date|req|notary] [def:$state|state|req|notary] [def:$county|county|req|notary] [def:$disclosure|disclosure|req|notary] [def:$seal|seal|req|notary]


AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION


State of Florida, County of Orange, ss:


Jesse Sassaman, being first duly sworn, deposes and says: That


(s)he is a duly authorized signatory of Column Software, PBC, duly


authorized
agent of Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, a newspaper


printed and published at Wasilla and circulated through out


Matanuska
Susitna Borough, in said division three and state of


Alaska
and that the advertisement, of which the annexed is a true


copy, and that the rate charged therein is not in excess of
the rate


charged private individuals, was published on the following days:


PUBLICATION DATES:
Jan. 17, 2025, Jan. 24, 2025, Jan. 31, 2025


NOTICE ID: 76sNkRAs4pH0kfvHgOiX

PUBLISHER ID: MSV000415

NOTICE NAME: Public Posting NE 25

Publication Fee: 321.75


I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true.


[$signersig ]
(Signed)______________________________________  [$seal]


VERIFICATION


State of Florida
County of Orange


Subscribed in my presence and sworn to before me on this: [$date]


[$notarysig ]
______________________________
Notary Public
[$disclosure]






Notarized remotely online using communication technology via Proof.


02/03/2025
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Department of Commerce, Community,  
and Economic Development 


 
Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 


 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 


Anchorage, AK 99501 
Main: 907.269.0350 


MEMORANDUM 


          TO: Marijuana Control Board  DATE:  June 20, 2025 


          FROM: Jane P. Sawyer,  
Program Coordinator 2 
 


RE:  Northern Emerald. Retail 
marijuana store. License 32759.  


 
 


This application is for the renewal of the license mentioned in the subject line, for the 2024-2025 
license cycle. As of the day of this memo, the application is considered incomplete under 3 AAC 
306.025(f), because Travis Grande (currently listed owners 5%) did not and will not file MJ-20: 
Renewal Application Certifications (part of a renewal application). William L. Little (another currently 
listed owner at 45%) is deceased. 


Other currently listed owners are: Keith Crocker at 16.66%, Patrick O’Neal at 16.66%, and Jason 
Wood at 16.66%. These three owners together with Travis Grande at 5%, constitute a controlling 
interest for the purpose of the transfer of a marijuana license.  


Backtracking a bit. 


(From April meeting) License #32759 Northern Emerald, LLC TAB 16  


Current Licensee (From): Northern Emerald (Keith Crocker 16.66%, William Little 45%, Travis 
Grande 5%, Jason Wood 16.66%, Patrick O’Neal 16.66%)  


New Licensee (to): Northern Emerald LLC (Keith Crocker 33.33% Jason Wood 33.33%, 
Patrick O’Neal 33.3%)  


License Type: Retail Marijuana Store  


Premises Address: 2803 S. Old Glenn Highway, Palmer  


Local Governments: Matanuska-Susitna Borough  


Consideration: Will need delegation 


At the April 2025 meeting, the Board considered and approved with delegation the transfer of 
license removing Travis Grande 5% and William L. Little 45%. The delegation included a Notice of 
Violation to the licensee because the licensee had already made the change in ownership with Division 







 
Northern Emerald. Retail marijuana store. License 32759. 


of Corporations (a separate state agency), and a notarized statement from the beneficiary of the 
decedent releasing the decedent’s interest in the license.  


The Notice of Violation has been issued, and Mr. Crocker has responded to the notice of 
violation and paid the fine (see attached). A notarized statement from the beneficiary of the decedent has 
not bee received.  


Staff believed the transfer application was going to be effectuated soon after the Board meeting 
in April (appropriate number of signatures had been obtained for the transfer and other agencies’ 
approvals have been received by AMCO since then), making the incomplete renewal application a moot 
point. Staff would, then, move forward with the renewal application with the new ownership makeup. 
This is no longer the case.  


The 2024-2025 renewal application is incomplete, the notices to the local government and to the 
community council for the renewal have not been sent.  


Consideration: Unless the board is going to reconsider the action at the April meeting on the 
transfer application, staff recommends the board determine the renewal application complete, so staff 
can move forward and send notices to the local government and community council.  


 


 


 


 


    


 
  
   















Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office
550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1600


Anchorage, AK 99501
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco
Phone: 907.269.0350


Alaska Marijuana Control Board – AMCO Enforcement


Notice of Violation (3 AAC 306.8


This form, all information provided and responses are public documents per Alaska Public Records ACT AS 40.25


 [Notice of Violation] (rev 8/17/2023)  Page 1 of 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office
550 W 7th Avenue, Suite 1600


Anchorage, AK 99501
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco
Phone: 907.269.0350


Alaska Marijuana Control Board – AMCO Enforcement


Notice of Violation (3 AAC 306.8
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    Licensee: Date:


Doing Business As:     License #:


License Type: AMCO Case #:


Mailing Address:


Date Violation of  Fine Date   Violation of    Fine
Violation(s) of 
Statute/Regulation:


Date Violation of   Fine Date    Violation of   Fine
Prior Violation(s)


This is a notice to you as a licensee that you are being issued a notice of violation for the purposes described in     
3 AAC 306.806(e).  A description of the violation is as follows, 
NOTE: This is not an accusation or criminal complaint.


Keith Crocker 6/10/25


Northern Emerald 32759


Retail Marijuana Store AM 25-0805


600 N. Eckert Street Palmer, AK 99645


12/18/24 3AAC 306.040 $250.00


On 12/13/2024 an application for removal of two partners of Northern Emerald, LLC was made to DCCED regarding
your business license, and was stamped received on 12/18/2024. The application removed partner interest of, Travis
Grande 5%, and William Little 45%. AMCO currently reflects ownership as follows: Northern Emerald (Keith Crocker
16.66%, William Little 45%, Travis Grande 5%, Jason Wood 16.66%, Patrick O’Neal 16.66%). Once approved the new
license information would reflect, Northern Emerald LLC (Keith Crocker 33.33%, Jason Wood 33.33%, Patrick O'Neal
33.3%). Northern Emerald business license currently shows Northern Emerald, LLC, Business License #10190803 as
having only three entity officials, Kevin Crocker, Jason Wood, and Patrick O'Neal, all having 33.33% ownership. The
application submitted to AMCO for ownership change was stamped received on 02/04/2025, approximately 1 1/2
months after the change was made to the business license, and prior to MCB approval. Your attention is brought to
3AAC 306.040 Ownership Change.


 3 AAC 306.040. Ownership change.
(a) An application for an ownership change shall be submitted on a form prescribed by the
board.
(b) If any change required to be submitted under this section will result in a change in
controlling interest of the marijuana establishment license, the marijuana establishment must file
an application for transfer of license to another person under 3 AAC 306.045







Alaska Marijuana Control Board – AMCO Enforcement


Notice of Violation


[Notice of Violation] (rev )  Page 2 of 


Disciplinary Action


Civil Fine: Probation:


Marijuana Control Office 
Attn: AMCO Enforcement 
550 W. 7th Avenue Sute 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
amco.enforcement@alaska.gov 


Issuing Investigator: Issued To:


Signature:   Title:


Delivered VIA    Issued Date:


J. Linger


Via Email


Keith Crocker


Designated Licensee


6/10/25
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